First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

Stretching Toward Sunday
September 2, 2018 Planet Earth Sunday
The Season of Creation Series B: The Word in Creation
The readings this week:
◦ Genesis 1:1-25 ◦ Psalm 33:1-9
◦ Romans 1:18-23 ◦ John 1:1-14
Click here to read this week’s scriptures

Chief Seattle’s Letter to All
"The President in Washington sends word that he wishes
to buy our land. But how can you buy or sell the sky? the
land? The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the
freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can
you buy them?
Every part of the earth is sacred to my people. Every
shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the
dark woods, every meadow, every humming insect. All are
holy in the memory and experience of my people.
We know the sap which courses through the trees as we
know the blood that courses through our veins. We are
part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers
are our sisters. The bear, the deer, the great eagle, these
are our brothers. The rocky crests, the dew in the
meadow, the body heat of the pony, and man all belong to
the same family.
The shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is
not just water, but the blood of our ancestors. If we sell
you our land, you must remember that it is sacred. Each
glossy reflection in the clear waters of the lakes tells of
events and memories in the life of my people. The water's
murmur is the voice of my father's father.
The rivers are our brothers. They quench our thirst. They
carry our canoes and feed our children. So you must give
the rivers the kindness that you would give any brother.

If we sell you our land, remember that the air is precious
to us, that the air shares its spirit with all the life that it
supports. The wind that gave our grandfather his first
breath also received his last sigh. The wind also gives our
children the spirit of life. So if we sell our land, you must
keep it apart and sacred, as a place where man can go to
taste the wind that is sweetened by the meadow flowers.
Will you teach your children what we have taught our
children? That the earth is our mother? What befalls the
earth befalls all the sons of the earth.
This we know: the earth does not belong to man, man
belongs to the earth. All things are connected like the
blood that unites us all. Man did not weave the web of life,
he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web,
he does to himself.

One thing we know: our God is also your God. The earth
is precious to him and to harm the earth is to heap
contempt on its creator.
Your destiny is a mystery to us. What will happen when
the buffalo are all slaughtered? The wild horses tamed?
What will happen when the secret corners of the forest
are heavy with the scent of many men and the view of the
ripe hills is blotted with talking wires? Where will the
thicket be? Gone! Where will the eagle be? Gone! And
what is to say goodbye to the swift pony and then hunt?
The end of living and the beginning of survival.
When the last red man has vanished with this wilderness,
and his memory is only the shadow of a cloud moving
across the prairie, will these shores and forests still be
here? Will there be any of the spirit of my people left?
We love this earth as a newborn loves its mother's
heartbeat. So, if we sell you our land, love it as we have
loved it. Care for it, as we have cared for it. Hold in your
mind the memory of the land as it is when you receive it.
Preserve the land for all children, and love it, as God
loves us.
As we are part of the land, you too are part of the land.
This earth is precious to us. It is also precious to you.
One thing we know - there is only one God. No man, be
he Red man or White man, can be apart. We ARE all
brothers after all."

Note: Presumably, the generally accepted version of the above speech
was published in the The Irish Times on June 4th, 1976. However,
many people now believe that the speech was actually written by a
Hollywood screen writer in the 1970's for the movie Home - Four
Wagons West. It is thought that the script was based on the original
statement by Chief Seattle in 1854. There is a lot of controversy about
the origin of the speech, however, and many people hold strong
opinions. Kimberly Kempf has contacted me and suggested that the
story of Seattle is in a book that probably was first published in 1931.
You may wish to visit Chief Seattle on Internet. Other information
has been posted on the Web from the State Librarian at
the Washington State Library. California State University

Northridge

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Genesis 1:1-25
Who was “in the beginning”? Why is it important for us
to know that God created all things? What was the state
of things before God spoke? How many times do you find
the phrases “and God said…and it was so”? What does
this suggest about God? About his word? Notice other
repeated phrases: “And there was evening and…
morning…” “according to their kinds”, “and God saw that
it was good”, etc. What do these phrases tell us about
God? About the world he created? Draw a diagram of the
6 days of creation. Try to make your diagram reflect the
relationship between the first three days of creation and
the last three days. What can you learn from this about
God the Creator? About God the environment maker?
What do these verses teach about the almighty power of
God? About his goodness? About his character? Sarah
Barry

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 33:1-9
This is the second psalm without an ascription stating the
author and purpose of the psalm (Psalm 2 is the other).
What is the reason why Psalm 33 does not have an
ascription? How many different ways does the author
command people to praise God in Psalm 33:1-3? What
do these ways tell you about how God is to be worshiped?
What would you say to someone who says that there is
there only one way to worship God? What is your
preferred way to worship God? What reasons does the
psalmist give for why we should worship God? In
addition to this list of reasons to worship and praise God,
can you identify any other reason why you praise him?
Eagle Christian Church

Planet Earth, my home, my place
A capricious anomaly in the sea of space...
In my veins I've felt the mystery
Of corridors of time, books of history
Life songs of ages throbbing in my blood
Have danced the rhythm of the tide and flood
Your misty clouds, your electric storm
Were turbulent tempests in my own form
I've licked the salt, the bitter, the sweet
Of every encounter, of passion, of heat
Your riotous color, your fragrance, your taste
Have thrilled my senses beyond all haste
In your beauty I've known the how
Of timeless bliss, this moment of now….
Planet Earth, gentle and blue
With all my heart, I love you.
~ an excerpt from Planet Earth by Michael Jackson

____3rd Reading: Romans 1:18-23
Read Romans 1:18–23. Now read 1 Corinthians 1:21,
Galatians 4:8, and 1 Thessalonians 4:4–5. Do you see any
inconsistencies between the two sets of verses? If so, how
might you explain them? In Romans 1:18–23, how do we
know that everyone in the world knows God? How many
times does Paul reinforce that reality in these verses? How
would you explain to someone that the whole world knows
God (Romans 1:21), and yet that some do not know him (1
Corinthians 1:21)? Can you think of a creative way to help
someone understand this difficult truth? The Bible says
that the whole world already knows God, but also says that
much of the world does not know him. What does it mean
to know God? And how does someone know him, and yet
not know him? Desiring Good
____4th Reading: John 1:1-14

Praying Toward Sunday
Earth teach me freedom as the eagle which soars in
the sky.
Earth teach me regeneration as the seed which rises
in the spring.
Earth teach me to forget myself as melted snow
forgets its life.
Earth teach me to remember kindness as dry fields
weep with rain.
~ from an Ute prayer

Where else do you hear the words, “In the beginning?” Is
John referring to the same beginning? Why do you think
the Messiah is described as “The Word?” What do verses
1 & 2 tell us about the nature of Jesus? How about verse
14? Why did the Word become flesh? Why do you think
He chose to become flesh in such a humble way? Was
Christ ever created? How does this differ from what
evolutionists say about the materialistic view of the world?
What do you think is meant by light and darkness in the
spiritual sense? How is Christ the true light of every man?
What does John tell us about the process of becoming a
Christian in John 1:12? The Jews had been waiting for
hundreds of years for the Messiah to come. Why did they
not recognize Jesus? Why don’t people recognize Him
today? How does one receive Jesus? What does it mean
to be born of God? How is this account of Christ unique to
Christianity? Redeemer Lutheran Church

