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The readings this week:
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Climbing the Mountain
As I hiked up a small mountain with a group of people
recently, I began to see a lot of parallels spiritually. It
wasn’t long before others in the group had moved quickly
enough up the mountain side and left a few of us behind.
We called out to them to wait until we caught up. We
wanted to go up the mountain as a group. Every so often
they would get pretty far ahead and then wait for us to
catch up. It’s the same in this Christian life. For some, it’s
easier than others to live. Some people struggle their
whole lives trying to live according to God’s ways. It’s
important to stop and help others along the way.
There were times along the path where the rocks were
loose and slippery. One wrong move and you would slide
backwards, fall down or something worse could happen.
As we went through these parts, we talked to each other,
encouraged each other and showed them which rocks they
needed to avoid. At times the person in front, who had a
more sure footed place, would turn around and pull the
other person up. In this spiritual journey, there are places
where our feet slip and we fall backwards. It’s up to us
who are behind them to catch them. It’s also important for
those who have been through there to offer advice and a
helping hand.
As we got closer to the mountain top, it got harder to
climb. We needed breaks more frequently. One person in
our group said, “Just go on without me. I’ll stay here for a
while.” Too many times in life we give up just before our
break through. We quit when things get the hardest. Yet in
those times, we don’t realize how close we are to
experiencing pure joy. We pushed through the desire to
quit. We decided that we weren’t going to stop when we
were so close to victory. We pushed through the desire to
quit and it was worth it. We have to do the same thing in
life. Don’t let others quit when they’re so close to victory.
As we hiked the final bit, there was a church being built
up there. Members had hiked up too and were praying
over the land, the city and the community around there.
They were hungry and thirsty for God to move. They
made the journey up in order to pray and sing praises. It
was beautiful to stand there and listen to them. I have no
idea what they were praying or singing, but I recognized
the presence right away. God is calling us to pray over our
family, friends, neighborhood, community, city, county,
state, nation and world. God desires that none would

perish. We need to be praying for others who are looking
at the mountain of Christianity and choosing whether to
climb it or to stay in bed asleep.
While we made it to the top of that mountain, we have
not yet arrived spiritually. There are still twists and turns
ahead. There are still difficult paths each of us will have
to walk down. There will be times of rest and times of
pushing forward. We cannot forget why we are climbing
this mountain so that we never become content with how
far we’ve come. We must keep climbing, keep helping
others who are behind us and keep listening to those
ahead. Our journey continues. Victory is close. Don’t
give up. Don’t quit. The mountain top will be worth the
climb.
~ Devotions by Chris

Climb on
Today I'm climbing New Hampshire's Mt. Washington:
nine miles, six thousand feet of autumn glory.
As I prepare in the morning dark
I think of all who climb their own mountains today,
mountains of illness, grief, recovery, parenting,
mountains of abuse, imprisonment, injustice,
a dissertation, a new job, no job, a hurricane,
the mountain of this ordinary day.
We climb together. We pray together:
God of love and wonder,
I thank you for the miracle of bones and nerves,
the muscle and its noble work,
the gift of the upward struggle.
You are my heartbeat and my breath,
my hope and my light.
You are the energy of my struggle,
the goal of my climb,
the song that encourages me,
the companion who accompanies me very step.
You are my compass, my light,
my hope, my open air.
I carry you. You climb in me.
You are the path, you are the climb.
God of Presence, you are the mountain.
You sing in me:
Climb on.
~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
What images come to mind when you think of “new
heavens and a new earth”? When do you think they will
appear? What do you think life will be like then? What
does the Lord promise to rebuild or recreate? How will
He bless His people? What will He take away or
eliminate? What will His people build or create? What
will result from their efforts? What will God’s people
enjoy? When will these things happen? What things
suggest a future hope? What things in the passage might
we see fulfilled, or partially fulfilled, in the present
world? What does that illustrate about the Kingdom of
God? What would you like to do as part of the new
creation that you are not doing now? Why? What is one
step you can take this week to move in that direction?
What can we do now to fulfill the promises in this
passage? What hope might that convey to others?
Vineyard Church of Columbus

This Sunday we worship with creation in the
mountains. A special focus for this service is a
‘mountain top experience.’ We enter into God’s
presence in a holy mountain. Like Zion or Sinai, it is
the mountain of God. In the readings, we become
aware of God’s presence revealed on a mountain—on
Horeb, Zion and Calvary. We also discover that our
mission is not only to preach the Gospel to all
peoples, but also to all creation! We celebrate the
Lord’s Supper with Christ on a mountain top.
"And (Jesus) said to them, 'Go into all the world and
proclaim the good news to the whole creation.'"
~Mark 16:15
~ Let All Creation Praise

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 48:1-11
“Great is the Lord.” How have you experienced God’s
greatness? According to these verses, where should we
praise God? How is Mount Zion described? How did the
kings respond when they saw the mountain? Why? What
does this tell us? What promises do we experience
knowing that the mountains of God are set firm and
secure? How far should our praises of God reach? How
do you experience mountains? What impact do they have
on your life?

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:28-39
How do verses 29-30 reflect upon verse 28? What do
verses 29-30 reveal about the meaning of “all things work
together for good…”? What is the meaning of each of
these words in verses 29-30? Foreknew, Predestined,
Called, Justified, Glorified. What is the relationship
between our being conformed to Christ’s likeness, and
Christ being the firstborn of many brothers? What are the
“all things” freely given us by the Father? What are the
four events referred to in verse 34? What significance do
they have in light of Paul’s purpose in these verses? What
is Paul’s purpose for quoting Psalms 44:22 in verse 36?
What details in the Psalm also apply to the Romans’
situation? What does Paul mean by stating, “in all things
we are more than conquerors’ in verse 37? Conquer what?
What is against us? Conquer with what result? Paul
mentions many things he thought his audience might
believe could separate them from God’s love. What might
you add to this list, in your personal life or in your
Christian community? Redeemer Lutheran Church
____4th Reading: Mark 16:14-18

Praying Toward Sunday
God, our Creator, as we descend from the
mountains, we celebrate the wonders of the wild
that surround us. Help us to see in the surrounding
landscape the places where the planet has been
polluted and to empathize with the groaning of
creation beneath us. Teach us to recognize that the
hills are alive with your Spirit and to rejoice with
all our kin, especially the creatures of the wild. In
the name of Christ who reconciles and renews all
things in creation. Amen.
~ Seasons of Creation, Uniting Church in Australia

To whom did Jesus appear? What did Jesus have to say to
them? What conclusions can we reach from the fact that
disciples were so slow to believe the reports of the
resurrection? What responsibility did Jesus give to the
apostles? To whom did Jesus want the gospel preached?
What can we learn from this? What did Jesus say people
must do in order to be saved? Summarize the conditions of
salvation based on the various gospel accounts of this
commission. List the signs that Jesus said would follow
those who believe. Some people claim that the signs of
verses 17 and 18 should follow all believers even today.
Did all believers do miracles in the first century? Today
many people claim that they can do the signs, but do they
do all of them? David E. Pratte

