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Invitation to the óSufferô Club 

In Markôs gospel this week, the disciples continue to try to 
make sense of all thatôs happening around them. Although 
they have traveled extensively with Jesus as a part of his 
inside-out, upside-down ministry, they still seem to have 
trouble wrapping their minds around what might be ahead 
as they follow their king. They patently reject the notion 
of suffering and death as an unacceptable and even 
unrealistic option. After all, kings and rulers reign in 
glory, are held in honor, and wield great power. Theyôve 
been faithful followers; therefore, shouldnôt they be 

entitled to bask in some of the glory, too? 
 
Zebedeeôs sons James and John definitely want a piece of 
the messianic action ï and some prime real estate on either 
side of Jesusô throne in glory. We twenty-first century 
readers understand that these two disciples have no clue 
what theyôre asking for. Instead of a cup of suffering, they 
probably had in mind some mighty fine wine. Jesus 
announces that they will be given what they desire, 
although it will not turn out to be the glory and honor they 
expect. 
 
The other disciples are indignant that the Zebedee brothers 
are vying for the best seats in the kingdom, and tension 
mounts. Again, Jesus instructs his followers about the real 
nature of leadership in the reign of God, reminding them 
that it is the exact opposite of what the world values. 
According to Ched Myers, ñéonly women fulfill the 
vocation of diakonia in Markò (Binding the Strong Man, 
280), so the idea of being a servant leader was a highly 
subversive and countercultural notion, and certainly not 
the kind of leadership model befitting the one they 
imagined would send their oppressors packing. 
 
Along with Markôs original audience, we may easily make 
a viable connection between the suffering servant of 

Second Isaiah and Jesus. It is debatable whether the 
suffering servant was intended to depict the embodiment 
of the suffering of Israel, the experience of a prophet, or a 
key to understanding the suffering role that Jesus would 
assume ð or any combination thereof. Itôs clear from 
both of these lessons that suffering is a part of 
discipleship, Godôs people are not spared the pains of 
sojourning in a foreign land, in a world not our own. 
Leadership in Jesusô way means to follow and serve, and 
it may even mean to suffer for the sake of the gospel. 
After all, Jesus suffered and died so that all might live. 
 
Weôre not much on suffering these days; our lives are 
pretty easy in North America. As the prophet says of his 
own people, we too ñlike sheep have gone astray; we 
have all turned to our own way.ò We can switch our 
television channels and turn our heads to the pain and 
suffering of our neighbors. We can send money to 
support missionaries without risking disease or danger 
and without ever leaving our homes. 
 
Yet Jesus invites us to join the ñsufferò club as part of 
faithful and radical discipleship, to realize that in 
following him and in being part of the reign of God here 
and now, we open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts to 
the realities of this beautiful yet broken world. No one 
gets out of life on earth alive, and suffering is a part of 
the fabric of life. 
 
The thing about being part of the ñsufferò club is this: 
there is beauty, joy, and hope in serving others. And 
when we suffer, or share the suffering of others, we learn 
what it means to be fully dependent on Jesus, our 
righteousness being perfected in each step of the journey. 
Finally, membership in the ñsufferò club puts one in 
community across time, place, and context with others 
who bear the name of Christ. Itôs a big club, with a vast 
table and good company, where thereôs always room for 
one more. 
 

~ Sharon R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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