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Invitation to the ‘Suffer’ Club 

In Mark’s gospel this week, the disciples continue to try to 
make sense of all that’s happening around them. Although 
they have traveled extensively with Jesus as a part of his 
inside-out, upside-down ministry, they still seem to have 
trouble wrapping their minds around what might be ahead 
as they follow their king. They patently reject the notion 
of suffering and death as an unacceptable and even 
unrealistic option. After all, kings and rulers reign in 
glory, are held in honor, and wield great power. They’ve 
been faithful followers; therefore, shouldn’t they be 

entitled to bask in some of the glory, too? 
 
Zebedee’s sons James and John definitely want a piece of 
the messianic action – and some prime real estate on either 
side of Jesus’ throne in glory. We twenty-first century 
readers understand that these two disciples have no clue 
what they’re asking for. Instead of a cup of suffering, they 
probably had in mind some mighty fine wine. Jesus 
announces that they will be given what they desire, 
although it will not turn out to be the glory and honor they 
expect. 
 
The other disciples are indignant that the Zebedee brothers 
are vying for the best seats in the kingdom, and tension 
mounts. Again, Jesus instructs his followers about the real 
nature of leadership in the reign of God, reminding them 
that it is the exact opposite of what the world values. 
According to Ched Myers, “…only women fulfill the 
vocation of diakonia in Mark” (Binding the Strong Man, 
280), so the idea of being a servant leader was a highly 
subversive and countercultural notion, and certainly not 
the kind of leadership model befitting the one they 
imagined would send their oppressors packing. 
 
Along with Mark’s original audience, we may easily make 
a viable connection between the suffering servant of 

Second Isaiah and Jesus. It is debatable whether the 
suffering servant was intended to depict the embodiment 
of the suffering of Israel, the experience of a prophet, or a 
key to understanding the suffering role that Jesus would 
assume — or any combination thereof. It’s clear from 
both of these lessons that suffering is a part of 
discipleship, God’s people are not spared the pains of 
sojourning in a foreign land, in a world not our own. 
Leadership in Jesus’ way means to follow and serve, and 
it may even mean to suffer for the sake of the gospel. 
After all, Jesus suffered and died so that all might live. 
 
We’re not much on suffering these days; our lives are 
pretty easy in North America. As the prophet says of his 
own people, we too “like sheep have gone astray; we 
have all turned to our own way.” We can switch our 
television channels and turn our heads to the pain and 
suffering of our neighbors. We can send money to 
support missionaries without risking disease or danger 
and without ever leaving our homes. 
 
Yet Jesus invites us to join the “suffer” club as part of 
faithful and radical discipleship, to realize that in 
following him and in being part of the reign of God here 
and now, we open our eyes, our minds, and our hearts to 
the realities of this beautiful yet broken world. No one 
gets out of life on earth alive, and suffering is a part of 
the fabric of life. 
 
The thing about being part of the “suffer” club is this: 
there is beauty, joy, and hope in serving others. And 
when we suffer, or share the suffering of others, we learn 
what it means to be fully dependent on Jesus, our 
righteousness being perfected in each step of the journey. 
Finally, membership in the “suffer” club puts one in 
community across time, place, and context with others 
who bear the name of Christ. It’s a big club, with a vast 
table and good company, where there’s always room for 
one more. 
 

~ Sharon R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 
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Stretching Toward Sunday 

 September 9, 2018 ~ Second Sunday in Creation 
Humanity Sunday  
The Season of Creation Series B: The Word in Creation  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Genesis 1:26-28  ◦ Psalm 8 
◦ Philippians 2:1-8 ◦ Mark 10:41-45  

The thing about being part of the 

“suffer” club is this: there is 

beauty, joy, and hope in serving 

others. 

https://seasonofcreation.com/
http://www.chedmyers.org/books/binding-strong-man-political-reading-mark%E2%80%99s-story-jesus-20th-anniversary-edition
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2012/10/invitation-to-the-%E2%80%9Csuffer%E2%80%9D-club/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 1:26-28 
 

What do we share in common with God?  What does it 
look like when people display the image of God in their 
relationships?  What does it look like when they 

don’t? Where in your relationships do you struggle to 
display God’s image?  What could it look like to be free 
from those things?  What if God’s image became more 

visible in our relationships?  What might the impact be?  
Mariners Church 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 8 
 

David places a profound question in the center of this 

psalm – “What is Man that you are mindful of him?”  
What do you think caused David to ask this profound 
question?  David mentioned the idea that when God 

considered Mankind He determined to “visit” him.  
Visiting in this context means to come to the aid of Man 
or to act on His behalf or for his benefit. How has God 

helped His people in the Bible narrative?  David 
considered the majestic grandeur of God’s creation and 
drew certain conclusions from his observations.  What do 

you think creation teaches us about God? What do you 
think creation teaches us about ourselves?  Gospel Grace 

Church 

____3rd Reading: Philippians 2:1-8  
 

How does your relationship with Jesus bring you comfort?  
How does your relationship with Jesus enable you to 
comfort others?  What does it mean to be like-minded?  
How does lowliness of mind promote unity and love?  
What does it mean to think the way Jesus would think?  
What are some things that we can lay aside in order to 
deem others better than ourselves, and have the mind of 
Christ?  What does it mean to humble yourself? How can 
we be better at walking humbly before the Lord?  House 
Church 

 
____4th Reading: Mark 10:41-45 

 
How did the ten disciples react to James and Johns’ 
request?  Why do you suppose they reacted that way?  
What did Jesus warn his disciples about?  What value did 
He place on serving?  On status?  On greatness?  The final 
half verse (45b) comprises Jesus’ famous ransom saying 
and has given rise to great debate?  Why?  What do you 
think it means?  In very practical terms, how can you 
become a servant of (or to) others?  Think of at least two 
specific examples.  Swap Meet Dave 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Though you are God, 
with all the influence and status that the name 
implies, 
you refused to pull rank, 
and parade your power among us. 
  
Instead, you chose to step down into our experience, 
living among us, as one of us, 
with all the struggle and suffering 
that goes with being human. 
  
More than that, you adopted the role of slave, 
washing feet, serving people of no reputation or 
social standing, 
and giving of yourself completely. 
  
As incredible as it sounds, 
you are the God who serves, 
and we can respond in no other way 
than to give ourselves to you in praise. 
  
Amen.  
 

~ John van de Laar, Sacredise.com  

 
It doesn't come naturally, answering the call to servant-
hood which Jesus places before us now.  Wherever we go, 
the world will push us to be about something different from 
this.  Indeed, I would rather be known as an excellent 
preacher, an insightful writer, an inspiring teacher than as 
one who serves those who hardly know I'm there.  I mean, 
one never gets 'known' for that.  There is little reward in 
that at all.  And while I'm doing that?  Well, other 
important things --- the things people really notice --- well 
they don't get done --- or at least not done as well... 
 
Oh, I do understand James and John far too well, to be sure. 
That may never really change. And so it is that my prayer 
every single day for me, for all of us, is that the day will 
come when we will discover that the invitation to servant-
hood Jesus offers now is the only one that matters. 
 
And between now and then?  Well, in those moments when 
I do pause to hear and respond to that call? By God's grace 
from time to time, I will step into a room to find one of 
God's own listening to opera and smiling. And along with 
her I will also know then that I am in the presence of the 
very gifts of God.  And I expect because I am so very 
human, that will serve to prod me on to servant-hood on yet 
another day when I am tempted not to because so often it 
goes unrecognized in this world's eyes.  
 
~ Janet Hunt, Dancing with the Word 
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